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Joe Coo Hanged to a Trolley Wire by an

Infuriated Mob This Morning.

STORY OF THE ASSAULT ON THE JAIL ,

Determination of the Self Appointed

Avengers of Little Lizzie Yates ,

WOULD NOT BE BALKED NOR HINDERED ,

Worda of Counsel from Cool Hen Were Not

Listened To.

CITY AUTHORITIES WERE POWERLESS ,

IVIhl Clamor for a Fiend's Hlood Only
When It Was Quaffed

ly the Itavcnoii.s

Joe Coo , alias George Smith , was lynched
nt 1 ; 10 o'clock this morninp. He was hanged
to a wire supporting the Hnrnoy street motor

wire in front of Boyd's' opera bouse.
About 10,000, people wcro present.
Coo was dead before ho was tied up , hav-

ing

¬

been dragged by the neck from the Jail
and trampled under the feet of thousands of
men as ho passed-

.Jlln
.

Victim Not Dead.
The report that was spread broadcast

throughout the city yesterday afternoon and
was published In the evening papers regard-

ing

¬

the alleged death of llulo Ilvoyearold-
Lizzie Y'llcs , who was brutally assaulted by-

n burly negro named George Smith , alias
Joe Coo , proved to bo without foundation.-

A

.

Bin : reporter visited the homo of the
child's' parents at 171:3: North Eighteenth
street , last evening , nnd found the little ono

in very good spirits nnd recovering from the
effects of the fearful treatment she had re-

ceived.

¬

. Her father stated that she was get-

ting
¬

along better than they had expected stio
possibly could , and ho thought she would DO

herself again In a very Jew days , as she was

able to got around.

Taken to the County Jail.
The colored ravlshor was taken frp.-ti the

city Jail by the police about o'clock ana
driven in the patrol wagon totholiomo of the
"Vales family for the purpose el identification.-
Ho

.

was dressed in different clothes from

those ho wore Wednesday afternoon , but
Mrs. Vutos was qulto certain that
ho was"tho negro who had boon
prowling nround the place and repre-

sented
¬

himself as a cnrbago man.

She said that she would not bo willing to

swear positively as to bis ld ntlty , but she
II rmly believed that ho was the brute who
had assaulted her child. The llttlo girl was
Btlll timid and very nervous from her experi-

ence , and could not bo induced to look at n-

htrangor , so nothing could bo obtained from
her hi the vay ot IndcntifylnK her assailant.-

AVlint
.

VnlflH Said.-

"I
.

Know that those nro disagreeable cases ,

and the ofllcnrs nro frequently not backed up-

In their effortto bring the guilty parlies to-

Justice" ho snld , "hut It will not bo so in this
caso. Ilmvehcard talk of lynching during

afternoon , but 1 would not cncour-

ngo

-

any such demonstration nnd if possible
lot the law take Its course , although It Is

Mow nnd Justice often miscarries. It is difll-
cult to identify the parties In some instances ,

ns perhaps there would bo in this , although I-

nin satl&llcd In my own mind. Self control
is not always easy , and it was hard for mo-

te let that ct d scoundrel got out of the yard
alive. "

DlNciiMScd i ho Crime.-
On

.

the .street corners and in the down
to j"i resorts nil the early part of the oven-
Mig knots of men collected and talked nbout
the awful crime of the negro. There seemed
to Vo but ono opinion , and that was that the
iit'gvo iiAisl hang nt the hands of a mob.-

A

.

hundred or so curious ones hung nbout
the Jail and t-ilkod the matter over , but there
did not seem to bo anyone to organize the
mob and lead t. At 8:110: a crowd collected

t

urouud the city jail and delegation went
below to sVb If Smith was confined there.
Jailor Hnvey assured the committee that the
prisoner had been token to tie) county jail
nnd the crowd started for the brick building
on the hill.-

By
.

U o'clock there must have been 1,000

howling men around the court house and
Jail. Every moment erne the crowd yelled
"Bring out the nigger , " but the Jail author-
ities

¬

paid no attention to the cries of tha
rapidly Increasing crowd-

.SiiKUtwtod

.

an AhHnult.
After u good deal of howling some ono

yelled , "Let's brcal : the dour , " and soon a
line of men appeared cnrrylnt a long , heavy

At this stage of the game Sheriff Boyd
arrived nnd standing on the east steps uf the
Jail addressed the crowd. The sheriff
said : "Gentlemen nnd follow citl-
rein , as sheriff of Douglas county
1 command you to disperse. 1 know what
you want , but Smith Is not here , ha was
token away about supper time. "

"A fu ko. A Ho ," yelled the crowd and
then they howled npuln for the nigger.

After n moment the sheriff was nblo to
continue , and Raid that ho must do liU duty
nnd protect the Jail-

."II

.

I had my way , " snld lloyd , In closing' ,

" 1 would furnish the rope to hang the
wretch."

Hound to llavu lllond.
Governor Boyd was sent lor , and after

iniHvdlnj ," his way to the Jail stops , attempted
to speak , but the howllug nnd cat calls
itnpped only for u moment , wnllo the gov-

trnor
-

sutd :

"f'orthe honor of Omaha , men , desist,
Your actions nro a disgrace to the city and
IvIU'brliiK shamu to every man In It. I 1m-
( lore you to cease and let the law take Its
louuc. Do men and dlipcrso. "

"Ulvo u the niEsor ," jelled the crowd.

We'll tear him limb from limb , " nnd the
crlos drowned ttio governor's volco-

Tnon the big battering ram was token up-

nnd a few thrusts at the door given.
Councilman Morcarty grabood hold of the

bars over the window of the Jailer's oftlco-

nnd urged the mob on. Moroarty started the
ball to rolling by thrusting his cano through
the bars and breaking the windows. This
act was mot by applause and the councilman
continued until every pane of glass In the
two windows was shattered ,

Hal torini ; at the Door-
.Acotiploof

.

dozen enraged men then took
up the heavy post and , using It as n ram ,

started to break through the stoul bars. This
could not bo done , and attention xvas turned
to the window casing. Every stroke of the
timber was greeted with lusty choors.-

"ICcop
.

on , we'll get him , " cried those who
stood back aud did no work. After a deal of
pounding the casing was broken nnd the iron
bars over the north sldo of the window re-

moved.

¬

.

"Lot's go in , " yelled everybody , but no
one seemed willing to tnko the load as the
llttlo Jailor's ofllce was filled with police who
stood with drawn revolver-

s.Swatmini
.

: Into the Jail.-
An

.

old white-haired man , Undo Jlmtnlo
Cannon , who was ns much of a leader as any-

one , said ho would go and started to climb
into the window , but was met by Jailor
Lynch , who held a heavy Colt's revolver
at the old man's head and told him to keep
out. The leader bucked down and the mob
hissed. Then n twenty-foot plank was
brought U ] aud shoved Into the ropm clear-
ing

¬

It of Its occupants , who retreated
into the hall. Again the old man stood up-

nnd was cheered. This time ho went in , fol-

lowed

¬

by the mob , who crawled through the
llttlo aporaturo us fast as possible , while tliq
crowd swarmed up lllso a pack of hunjjry-
wolves. .

While this was going on Governor Boyd
endeavored to dissuade the mob''from any
acts of violence , but his council'was opposed
by Councilman shouted to the
crowd to como on and-waved his cano and
hat frantically InMt'onlr. This sort of talk
was all the crowd Wanted and they pushed
througn the.window as rapidly as possible-

.J'lielr
.

Yiutitn in Sl ht.-

Onco'
.

inside llio crowd made short work of
the 'door opening from the ofllco into the cor-

ridor.
¬

. The door opening into the largo cell
on the lower floor was broken and the crowd
made Its way ttpjtalrs to the room whore
Ncnl spent the last hours of his life. The
door loading to llils room was broken open
nnd the crowd surged Into llio room sur-
rounding

¬

the steel cage , in on'o corner of
which crouched the miserable object of their
search , a blanket wrapped around him aud
endeavoring to conceal himself.-

As
.

those Inside caught sight of the negro
they set up a howl of delight , which was
quickly taken up by the crowd outside.-

Tlio
.

police and Jailors Inside followed along
with the crowd but wore utterly helpless.-
Thu

.

sight of the steel cage with Its double
doors and strong bars did not daunt the at-

tacking
¬

party nnd domnnds for sledge ham-
mers

¬

, crowbars , cold chisels , etc. , shouted
through the window mot ivlth quick re-

sponse
¬

from those outside nnd soon the
nolso of resounding blows nwakond the
echoes outside and wcro greeted with
cheers.

Shouting liiillotiiiH.-

A

.

young follow took post in the window
and at once established a series of bulletins ,

shouting to the crowd below as the work
progressed. At short intervals ho shouted
out such Items u.s :

"They nro working on the door ; " 'The
door Is giving way ; " "Tho nigger Is pray-
ing

¬

" "Wo'ro' there slow but "; getting , sure :

"Tho outside door is open ;" ' 'They have to
cut a four-Inch bar on the second door ; "
"Tho nlg or says hols n burglar ; " "Tho-
niggor is taking it easier than wo are , " and
so on , each sally being greeted wilh howls
aud cheers.

1'idluo AV.iro Not In It.
Meanwhile about dozen policemen stood

nbout in the crowd , but they wore utterly
helpless and did not attempt to do anything.
The crowd was constantly receiving iiccos-
slons

-
, and by this time there wore about

10,000 people collected. The hill about the
Jail was literally black with people , and Har-
noy

-

stieot from Eighteenth to Sixteenth was
filled wilh a howling , surging mob. It was a-

goodnnturcd mob , however , but it was de-

termined
¬

to carry its point. The several
policemen in the crowd suddenly conceived
the idea of forcing their way to the open win-
dow

¬

and proceeded to put the idea Into effect.
They had not gone MOVO than n low foot
when the crowd saw their obloct aud the po-

licemen
¬

wore picked up bodily and carried
oaclt to the cdgo of the crowd-

.Itron
.

ht the Firemen.
About this tlmo the attention of the crowd

was attracted l y t : noise of heavy wheels
aud four companies of the flro department
arrived on the scone. A connection was
made by ono ot tho- companies
with the hydrant at Elghleonth and
Ilariiuy streets , and the water was
turned on. In loss than two seconds there
twenty fountains snouting In the middle of-

Hnrnoy street and several feet of now hose
was ruined by being cut. Other companies
tried to lay lines of hose , hut the crowd Just
picked thu hose up ns fast an it was strung
and carried it into the alloy between Farnnm-
nnd Hnrnoy streets , whore It was uncoupled.
Seeing all attempts to turn the hose on the
crowd wore tuolcss , the llromcn wore with ¬

drawn.-
Yhllo

.

all this was going on the entire day
police force was massed at the north door of
the jail under command ot Chief Seavey. The
object of the chief wus to attempt to tnko the
negro from the crowd after they came out
of the Jull.

( ' ; il Cnrnmok'N Speech.
Becoming Impatient at the slow work on

the window , a part of the crowd , under the
leadership of a big , burly red faced man.
swarmed around to the south door of the
building and up the stops to the entrance to
the sheriff's houso-

."We'll
.

got In hero , " cried the leader of this
gang , and ho pounded on the door.

Captain Cormack stood insldu and opened
thu door-

."What
.

do you want I" ojkod Cormack.-
"Wo

.

want to get In , " yelled the crowd in-

concert. . The captain throw a big six shooter
up Into thu face of the leader and said ;

"Get out of hero. If you niako another
move to got In tbU door I will kill you. "

That Kind of talu , coming from a mnn of-

Coriuuck's caliber and backed by tils reputa-
tion

¬

us u man of nerve and a dead thot , was
too much for the crowd , so they swarmed
back aud Joined the mob ou the lawn ,

At the nnrta side , between the
Jail aud the court house people

wore packed In like sardines
In a box. The blows of the hammer on the
steel cell recently occupied by Nenl came
floating out through thu window nnd nearly
every blow was greeted by a cheer-

.Itnnd

.

the Hint Act.
About lOtno Chtof Soavoy , accompanied by-

a sergeant of police , pushed his way through
tha crowds to the northeast corner of the
Jail , where several men had mounted upon
ladders placed against the barred windows.
Pulling tlio men from the ladder the chief
turned to the crowd and In a loud tone of-

volco exclaimed :

"In the name of the state ot Nebraska I
hereby command you to disperse to your
several homes. "

The command wiis received with mlncled
cheers nnd yells of derision. Mounting the
ladder Chief Soavoy finally managed to make
himself heard above the uproar. Ho said :

"Gontlaman The llttlo girl who was in-

jured
¬

and reported do.id by the papers this
afternoon is still nllvo and doing well. "

That was all the ehlof managed to say , for
his volco was once more drowned In the balcl-
of sounds ,

They iMndc the Him.-

At
.

twenty-live minutes past 13 the lenders
of the mob called to the crowd to give thorn
room to get out of the window of the Jail
ofllce. With n blood curdling yell the crowd
gnvo way for the leaders nnd the doomed
man. Several men sprang out of
the window with the rope in
their hands , others shoved the half
dead brute out of the window nnd then the
most fearful work ever witnessed at the
hands of n mob in Omaha was performed
amid the piercing yells of thousands of des-

perate
¬

men.Kn
I'lty for the IJrnto.

The rope was grasped by fully a hundred
men and they ran down the declining roadway
to the .,

' corner of Seventeenth nnd-

Harnoy strcels. The black brute was
dragged by the neck nil the way
arid must have been nearly dead
before ho had boon dragged 100 feot. The
mob rushed upon him , lucking and Jumping
upon him as he was Jerked down over tho-
rough pavement , his clothing being almost
entirely torn from his body , and the skin
and flesh oruisod and bleeding in a shocking
manner-

.It
.

is about seventy yards fiom the Jail
window to the corner of the court house
square. This run of death was made in less
time than it takes to tell it-

.Poliuemcii
.

Slrumilc with the Moll.
The oftlcers struggled manfully to save the

doomed man , but they wore absolutely help-
less

¬

In the midst of the yelling , frenzied
crowd ot determined men.

The leaders In the rope brigade made for a
telegraph polo at the southwest corner of-

Hnrnoy and Seventeenth , but when ono of
the lynchcrs had climed up the polo ho found
no projection to throw the rope across , and ho
quickly descended and led the way te-

a polo that stands diagonally across the
street , directly north and across the street
from Boyd's theatre. It required at lea t-

llvo minutoi for those who had the man in
hand to get across the street.-

A
.

determined effort was made by the
police to rescue Coo. A back had
boon driven through the crowd and
.stopped near the corner of the street.
Toward this hack the police officers made n
rush with the doomed man and a few of the
leaders of the mob.

All KflorlH to Save Him Vain.
The struggle was that of giants. The

officers bad the good sense not to draw their
clubs or revolvers. If they had ( hero would
have been terrible bloodshed , They suc-
ceeded

¬

in gelling the culprit Into a
hack , out the horses wcro qiilcitly unhitched
Mid the officers overpowered.

Again the mob was In possession of Iho-
dpomod man. But the officers mada ono moro
determined effort to save the almost dead
man from the hands of the mob. They
rushed toward another hack, but the crowd
turned it upside down nnd actually smashed
It to pieces.

Then the loaders , who hnu'hold of the rope ,

made a rush for tno northeast corner of the
street dragging the dead and imitllnlcd body
after them.

Ono of the lynchors climbed up the polo
and throw the rope over several telephone
wires thatstrotch along Harnoy street.

ill the Air.
Soon the end of the rope was returned to

the mob below nnd in the twinkling of an
eye tno body of the black villain was dangling
In the air us limp and lifeless , apparently , ns-

n rag.-

Tlio
.

muscles of ono arm twitched convul-
sively

¬

, hut nsida from that not a sign of life
appeared to bo loft lu the body.
Impressed Their Satisfaction In Yells.

Then such n yell ! It sojtidod like the
chorus that arises from the camp of a band
of Indians ongnccd In n war dance. The
great crowd filled the street fer-
n full block In every direction
nnd thousands stood in the court house cam-
pus

¬

gazing upon tlio last dreadful sccno in
the tragedy. No tragedy over to bo enacted
in the theatre Just across the street will
thrill an audience with horror ns did that
spectacle.-

MwliiKl'iK

.

I'lmp and I.li'closn.
Beneath the dangling body stood the mob ,

looking up at the object of their fearful ro-
vonpro

-
, their faces gleaming In the oioctrlo

light and their voices tilling the nlr wilh the
cries of a vengeance fully satisfied.

From a distance tbo body looked so lime
nnd lifeless that many supposed It was a
dummy-

."That
.

don't go ! that don't go I" they
shouted ; but the loaders 'who stood close to
the corpse that swung above tholr heads as-

sured
¬

the crowd that It was "a nlggor all
right. " And then the air was rent with u
chorus of horrihla yells.

Made Siiro It Was the Negro.-
A

.

street car stood on the track near by nnd
several men climbed upon that to make sure
that the object suspended In the nlr waa the
body of the negro. Gradually the crowd be-

come
-

convinced that the deed had really been
accomplUnod , the object of their wrath was
dead.

The doomed man was swung Into the air
at exactly twonty-llvo minutes to 1 o'clock-

.Ilejd

' .

hy the Horror.-

Whllo

.

the majority of the great crowd
quietly loft for tholr homos fully 1,000 per-
sons

¬

remained and completely blocked the
streets nnd sidewalks near the dead man.
Some ono standing on the pavement directly
under the corpse called for n speech.

Julius S. Cooley was spotted llrst and com-
pelled

¬

by the hoots and crlos to make a talk.
Cooley didn't say much of anything beyond
showing the great saving to tbo county by-

nuch actions , and advocated the laws of
Judge Lynch on account of celerity aud-
economy. .

Just then seine ono saw Governor Boyd
stopping Into his carriage , In front of the
opera house , and Immediately there went up-
a great bowl for Boyd. The carriage of the
governor Uopt right on going though and In

n moment dlsapiKJari )! nroucd the corner of-

.Seventeenth nnd Farnam.
Thou George O'ljrlon hove In sight nnd-

wns urged to speak. Talcing oft his hat nnd
standing on the edge of the sidewalk
O'Brien addressed tlio crowd. Ho said :

"Of course public sentiment will frown
upon such action ns this as long as there nro-

laws. . I don't tit ! ify there Is n married man-

or woman , n sister , brother , father or mother
In the whole city of'Omaha that will not
commend your action of tonight and say that
you all did right. " *

Then the QJironci' dime.
Just the n Coronofjilnrrlgan drove up and

viewed the body. ' Everybody yelled for
Hnrrigan , and the doctor , standing beneath
tha dangling corpse In the flickering light ,

s.tld :

"What Is done 14 done ; actions speak
louder than words. "

Heafv ft Henfy's undertaking wagon drove
up ns the coroner cciu'ed speaking and was
greeted with cheers. iSomo cried :

"Lot him hang , d-n him. it wns a good
Job. " i

Amid such remarks the body was quickly
lowered Into the box , alter having hung Just
ono hour, and with vono final hurrah the
wagon drove away down Farnum street on a-

gallop. . -

At'J o'clock this morning Coroner Horn-
gan

-

viewed the romalis of Coo ns they lay In
the undertaking rooms at Hrafcy's. Ho
stated that the man's iieck was broken and
that life was extinct when the body was cut
down. The inquest will bo hold nt 3 o'clock
this afternoon. A-

In the MlilSt ol'thc Moll.
The crush nnd press of the crowd was

something fearful asIt sw.iyed back and
forth. After Coo wasj brought down to the
Jail ofllco nnd whllo nho crowd wns wait-
Ing

-
for those who know him to

make sure of hlv Identification , the
crowd made n clear path several times half-
way down to tno sircet near Boyd's opera
house by the stalwarts catching hands In a
line and holding the Cthers back. But the
press of thousands ' behind soon broke
the bulwark of nilns and hands and
the ranks woud close again wilh n rush.

Boys and weakly 'men were in dancer
of being crowded lo death. Crowbars and
sledgehammers were handed In over the
heads of the crowd until It seemed that
there must have been a wagon load of them
on the insldt *. When it was announced
that the culprit had been pulled from his cell
the crowd fuirlv" split the air wilh their
yells. I ,

"Hang him , hang.lljrtv' was the cry. "
Police officers wcro absolutely powerless lu

the crow d. ,
Sheriff Royd

After Sheriff Boyd had concluded his
speech at the Jail window ho suddenly dis-
appeared

¬

and was noticeii by parties around
the Jail until after Cod-was dead.

People wondered ) why such was
the case , but .it , Is easily ex-
plained

¬

, as the sheriff was abducted.-
Ho

.

hastily mndo his wjay to the north door of
the Jail , und at once passed out. Hardly had
ho stepped upon the pjivement before ho was
surrounded by a score of masked men. The
sheriff reached for his revolver and wns in
the net of drawing it from his pocket ,
when his arms wore pinioned from behind.-
Ho

.

wns lifted up bodily nud carried down the
slono driveway , and lUeu walked to the roar
of the High school building , whore ho was
kept a prisoner until IpVlock this morning.

The sheriff, In spewing of the Incident,
staled that , owing toptho masks "that thii
men wore , ho wa * ,'tinablo to recognize
any of tliom. Whila'bo' was held a prisoner
ho wns fully informed of how things were
going on nt the jail , as bis captors wore well
organized , having a number of couriers who
traveled back and forth between the two
points.

Do.iiio IMeadcd for Order.-
At

.

10-ir; Judge Doano appeared upon the
scone. Ho crowded Irs way through the
mob until ho reached n point midway be-
tween

¬

the stops nt the south of the court-
house and thu Jail. Then ho stopped nnd In-

n loud clear tone'of volco that was
heard above the din of alcdpo hammer blows
that were being dealt upon the cage in which
Coo wns confined , poadcd with the mob to
use reason nnd proceed slowly. Ho urged
that the law should bo allowed
to tnko Its course and that Justice
would bo meted out. The mob
listened , but only for an instant. Again the
slcdgo hammer blows' wore reninvod , while
the Judge crowded his way through the mob
and succeeded In gaining entrance to the
imfln corridor. Thore'he stopped and pleaded
with those inside.-

As
.

ho xvas talking , . Coe, more dead than
alive was drawn clown the long corridor and
Into the ofllcc. Once moro Judco Doano
lifted his volco in pleading fol. the colored
man's life, but it was too late , ns before
ho had concluded his remarks
Coo was pushed Ihro-dgh the window nnd
was being dragged down over the cruel
rocks in the dircetionof; the southeast corner
of the court house grounds-

.Coe

.

Coo , the man who vf as lynched by the mob ,
wns married. Ho hail a wlfo and ono child ,
who reside in the idloy between Eleventh
and Twelfth streets , In tno roar of the Wells ,
Fargo express olllro. 1

Notwithstanding tlio terrific Jam , no seri-
ous

¬

accidents occurro'd , though several per-
sons

¬

were moro or'loss injured oy being
knocked down nnd walked over.-

As
.

Coe was dragcqd down the roadway
from the Jail tho.ro was a rush to
get out of the wny of tlio men who
wcro pulling the i-opo , that they might
have a clear path. Llko n flock
of sheep the men ran down the grassy slopes
of the court house grounds , over the retain-
ing

¬

walls and fell or Jumped to the pavement
bolow. Bruised shins mm sore heads were
reported. Ono man ins* said to have broken
his leg , but who ho wus was not known , ns-

ho was placed In n cab and driven away ,

Women In the Crowd.
While the participants In the hanging

wcro men , hundreds of women wltnoisod tno
scenes from start to finish. But few of
them venlurou upon Iho court house
ground" , out upoa" the streets they
were everywhere ' conspicuous. Thev
stopped on the way hpiiio from tholr shopping
tours and places of business and apparently
took as much interest |n Iho proceedings as
the men. When ttni.tueatcrs closed , another
mass lolnod Iho crowd -and hold their posi-
tions

¬

until the body was cut down.

How the Sheriff Vijul Ills AnslHtantH
Sought 10 Have Coe.

Sheriff Boyd was lu [ ed when the first
warning of trouble was received. It was
nbout 8U: ! ) o'clock , ami the sheriff, worn out
with the exciting duties that had devolved
upon him during tlio ooy) , bad Just retired
when there wns a ringlit thn telephone und
the sheriff was Impatiently called for.-

Ho
.

rospondad und was told that trouble
was impending at tbo Jail. Ho hastily
dressed and hurried to the Jail , wholly un-

conscious
¬

of what the trouble could bo. as ho
was not ihcu nwara that Smith hod been
removed from the city to the county Jail , the
transfer having been made about 4 o'clock In
the afternoon.

When ho reached the court house grounds
ho found fully 100. ) p-oplo gathered about
the vicinity , many of thorn being close around
the lull. As soon us no was admitted to the
Jail ho demanded to Know what was the mat-
ter

¬

, and the situation was quickly made
known to him. Smith was then con fined In
the upper tier of ca oa in the main cell
room , whore all the bound over
prUoncrs are kept. The sheriff or-
dered

¬

him Instantly removed to the
steel solitary hi the cast whig that for mouths
had boon the ubodo of Ed Noal. As the negro
pushed him , thu sheriff said that ho would
protect him to the best of hU ability as long
as ho was In bis ( Boyd's ) custody , but that

JUS 'fICE Af LASl ,

Lives of Allan and Dorothy Jonas Compen-

sated

¬

for by Ed Ne.l.-

HE

.

IS BEFORE THE HIGHEST JUDGE NOW.

Soul of the Murderer Sot Free at the Drop

oftho Trap ,

CONFESSED HIS GUILT ON THE SCAFFOLD ,

Ho Was Mono When the Dastardly Doubly
Murder Was Committed.

DEATH HAD FEW TERRORS FOR HIM.

Story of the Kveoutlon , Crime and
Trial of the Condemned How

He Faced Ills Klnnl
Doom ,

Ed Neal , the murderer of Allan nnd Doro-
thy

¬

Jones expiated nls awiul crime on the
gallows adjoining the Douglas county court-
house yesterday nt 12:00: o'clock.

The gallows was erected in nn enclosure
completed by the erection of two plno walls ,

sixteen feet In hcicht on Eighteenth and
Harnoy streets. Within tbls enclosure there
wcro probably S30! people of all nationalities
and condition * In society. They had been
provided with tickets by Sheriff lloyd
nnd seamed prompted by motives moro hon-

ornblo
-

than more curiosity. They sccmocl to-

te anxious to have the law enforced nnd the
stniu which ihe cowardly Jones murder had
cast upon the couuty removed forever.

Arrived Karly.
Some of the spectators cnlerod the enclo-

sure
¬

as early as 8:30: o'clock. The sun nt
that hour had not directed its rays within
the stookado nnd , ns a conse-
quence

¬

, the early visitors huddled
In ono of the corners , stilvorod-
nnd talked of the crime and the exoculion.

New arrivals appeared at every moment
nnd , at U o'clock a lilo of strangers walked
down the steps from the kitchen of the Jail
nnd mingled in the throng.

These wore immediately identified as mem-

bers
¬

of Iho Jones family. They had como
from Iowa to witness the exoculion of Iho
murderer of their parents-

.AVitnosses
.

of the Kooiition.-
At

.

11:30: there was probably 250 people
nwaiune the final act , among whom wcro-
J. . T. Moriarty , Councilman Burdisli , Ed-
Mauor , J. B. Houck , Lieutenant Arrasmith ,

Detectives Savage and Haze , .losopn O'Con ¬

nor , Humphrov Moynihan , P. Uowley , Coun-
cilman

¬

Blumor , John Baumor, EdVittig. .

Joseph Cavanaugh , Ed Loodor , P. Bouse ,

Editor Kechart of the Soutti" "OmaniT
Tribune , Ed Walsh , D. J. Collins ,

Jerome Pontzoll , Will English , Jack
Morrison , Joe O'Byrne , Job" Drexel , JNlnyo-
rSlonno of South Omaha ; Arthur Brings ,

John Coad , Major Dennis , M. L. Hicn , E.
Meyer , II. Sctiaoffor , A. Scnroedcr. C. W-

.Vcdell.
.

. Potcr Bcson , E. W. Green , Council-
man

¬

Elsasser , Caplatns Cormack and Mosty n ,

Sergeant Ormsby , Adam Snyder , Illch-
ard

-

Berlin , Pat Ford , James
Preston , J. O'Grady' , Sheriffs Ilarriman of
Washington county , Caldwcll of Nemnha ,

Mllllgan of Dodge , aud Deputies Hcuoko ot
Blair and Llddiurd of Springfield nnd Mnw-
hiney

-

of Nanco ; E. Hnuoy , Dennis Hurley ,

Frank Moores , John Evans , C. Squires and
the following physicians nnd surgeons :

Drs. Coffman , Stone , Horripan , Larimer.
Summers , Jonas , Freeman. Bridges , Leo ,

Williams , Holotscholncr, Blert and Allison.
Sheriff Hey el's Entrance.-

At
.

that moment Sheriff Boyd made his ap-
pearance

¬

In the doorway leading from the
kitchen of the Jail-

.It
.

was known that It was
through that doorway the murderer
was to make his appearance. Everybody felt
that Iho fated hour had arrived , but they
wore mistaken.

The sheriff ascended the steps to-

tno gnllows , looked nt the rope ,

which was tied around the cross-piece
und examined the knot which was held up-
by a nail on the brace on tno east siJo of the
scaffold.

After this Inspection the sheriff descended
the slops nnd cleared n palh through the
spectalors who impeded his passage loward-
Iho kitchen entrance-

.AVantcd
.

Another Hnii ln .

About this time a report was received in
the crowd that the little girl who had
been criminally assaulted by tlio
negro , Joe Coo , had died. This
announcement was received with
the strongest expressions of Indignation ,

Feeling ran so high that had there neon u
leader, u rush would have boon made tor the
cell uf the colored brute and the latter
would have followed Ncal upon the scaffold ,

The intention of the crowd however, wns
diverted from the subject by the expected
appearance of the murdoror. Everyllmo the
door opciicd Ncal was looked for , but his
failure to appear created only u comment of-
disappointment. .

Finally orders to clear the stops came from
inside and the order was instantly obeyed ,

Then Lou Grubo appeared on the steps nnd
said :

"Tho members of the Jones family who nro
present In the crowd will please stop In hero. "

Immediately six men tiled wilh difficulty
out of the crowd nnd disappeared in the
kitchen.

Searched tlio.lonoa family.
Speculation was Indulged In ns to whether

they wore to bo refused permission to witness
the hanging. This was answered in
the nnlrmatlvo in n low minutes
by the appearance of the Joneses ngain-
.Tnoy

.

had simply been searched to' see
whether or not they had arms concealed
about their persons. It had been feared that
they might bo Indiscreet enough to commit
an assault of some kind on the prisoner.

The men were found unarmed , however,
and several of tnom wcro condoled with over
the bloody murder which robbed them of
their venerable parent * ,

The door again opened and William
F. Gurlcy , senior counsel for Ncal ,
mndo his appearance. Ho was followed bv
Charles Marple who has been associated with
Mr. Gurloy In the case slnca Leo Estolla
ascended to the bench of the district court.

Both of those gentlemen seemed sad nnd
felt disinclined to cngago in conversation
With any of those who stood around them.

Kitchen CJookvan Kast.
There was u clock In the Jail kitchen and

that sounded the hour of noon. But It wus
several minutes fast. A hundred watches ,
however, wcro pulled out because the Im-

pression
¬

(icoincd to prevail that the execution
would take place at 12 o'clock sharp.

Deputy Sheriff Tlornoy then appeared and
ordered the passage way to bo again cleared.

Then Sheriff Boyd came out upon the
landing , Ho was as composed as-
ho would have been ascending the stops to
his onico-

.He
.

walked slowly down tbo steps and then
the crowd wns butlslled that the hour had at
length arrived.

Immediately aftcrthoshcrlff walked Father
McCarthy of St. Philomena's cathedral reap ¬

ing his breviary aud Father Hlfe'L'c , S. J. , the
murderer's spiritual udvUor-

.Nonl
.

In the 8nnlli ht.
Then carao Ncal. HU hands wcro crossed

before him a ho stopped out Into the fresh
air , the first time ho had Inhaled It or felt the
direct rays of the sun since ho was convicted ,

Ills black suit of clothes f him remark-
ably

¬

well nnrt his collar and1'4. . ; cro adjusted
with fastidious taste. He tin _- icd his hands
ns ho descended the st * throwing
out his chest with the air oT' an courting
favorable comment.

Following the direction of - p who had
gone before him ho turned tof touth , nnd-
as ho did thn sun .strv - him in
the oyes. Ho turned * ' 9 head
slightly to ono slue to the rays
nnd nt the same tlmiMo catch ' of the
scaffold. The view was only it. Hal ono
and the murderer again essayed rco the
gibb'jt.-

By
. x

this tlmo no had reached tit ilr.s to
the callows. Up the.so ho walked 'X.iiitho nlr-
of n bridegroom. I1U bcarlnr evoked ad-

miration.
¬

. Thcro was nothing to .show
falling courage .> ave the paleness of his
ctico1ctand the inu'.volu.itwltchlngs of his
" He llrid tnt wnlicod the death wutcli'os ,

liyncli and Uicbo. . .
TkOti the scairold stood1 ShSrJrf Boyd ,

Doplity Hhtrirr Tlcniof-JuiUf Ubrrlgnn , Pat
Lyn'ch. Frtthor Hlggo iind'Nc'al ,

The last mentioned slopped timidly upon
thcT.trnp and then turned nnd faced the
crowd. Ho held a cruclllx In his hands which
ho pressed 'ferventlv to his lips-

.Itn
.

was encouraged by his spiritual ad-
visor

¬

and then In a low voice Sheriff. Boxd-
aakod Ncnl If ho had anything to say-

.Ncal
.

, with n roiary about his neck and a
crucifix hotwoon his hands , advanced to the
front and In n low tone snld :

II IN Crime.-
"I

.

want to say that I was nlono nt the
farm when It was committed-

."Thoro
.

was nobody else there.
"1 want to ask pardon of the people of this

city , and especially of the Jones family , be-
cause

-
I am sorry for what I have done.

"1 do this ottho advice of my spiritual di-

rector
¬

, because I feel It will do mo good and I-

hopuyou will forglvo me. "
Ho then stopped backward and Father

Hipco , dropping upon his knees , was imitated
by Neal nnd Messrs , Lynch nnd llorrlgan.-
Theyprayod

.
tor a few minutes , the whlto lace

surplice and purple stole of the priest con-
trasting

¬

with the dark dottics of the mur ¬

derer.-
No.il

.

was then placed upon the trap. His
breathing was heavy , nnd his face became
ghastly palo , while his features wore covered
with moisture. -yc -

Ilia Imst Moments.
The hands were pinioned , the nether limbs

shackled , and then the blade cap was drawn
over his head.

The noose was then placed around his
neck. Ncal staggered , and had it
not beou for Deputy Tiornoy ,
would hnvo fallen , The hitter staved him
whllo the sheriff, with his hand upon the
lover, wnlted to have Neal rogaln his com-
posuro.

-
. This ho did In a moment. Ho waa

moved forward on the trap.-
At

.

exactly m:00: Sheriff Boyd pulled
the lever. The wedge shot out
of the staple which supported llio trap. Ncal
disappeared from the surface of the scaffold
and hung in mid air , the body being visible
beneath the lloor-

.Tiiroiij
.

ti tlio Trap.-
As

.

the body shot through the drop down-
ward

¬

six and a half feet , the spectators In-

voluntarily
¬

drew back , but not a sound was
uttered , and almost Instantly recovering
themselves every body crowded forward , oven
pressing thclt way under the galiows and
against tlio quivering nnd writhing form.-
As

.

It reached the end of the rope , and the
contracting noose suddenly tightened its fold
upon the neck of the murderer , the body ro-
coilcd

-
six or eight inches , and then straight-

tiling out swung slowly one-fourth around to-
lba. . 6outh nnd siliutiynndtaliaost.-JOotluiV'-
loss , dangled In mid-air.

The violent coutract n of the muscles
ceased almost before the body ceased swiiig'-
Injr

-
, and the logs were slowly drawn "up only

a few times thereafter. In two minutes from
the time the drop fell there was onlv a slight
twitching and in four minutes a quivering of
the extremities was all that was noticeable.-

In
.

four and a half minutes a slight flicker-
ing

¬

of the pulse was alone discernible , ayd
two minutes later the radial pulse ceased
entirely. The pulse was twenty the llrst
minute , dropping to ton the second , eight
tlio third und six the fourth. In ih-o minutes
the pulse high up on tlio wrist
gave six pulsations per minute. In
eight und a half minutes tno heart
was boating plainly and It gradually
decreased until nt nineteen minutes the phy-
sicians

¬

announced irregular heart action
with two beats nnd an intermission , then a
strong boat followed by two weak ones and
another intermission.

Ills Neck Not Hrolcon.-
It

.

was evident that the neck had not boon
broken and that death was slowly resulting
from strangulation. The doctors reported
that there was no breathing , but"tnat
by applying the car to the chest of the vic-
tim

¬

they could hear the sounds of suffocat-
ion.

¬

.

Twenty minutes after the murderer had
been launched from the drop there was a
partial contraction of the heart every four
or live seconds. In twenty-two nnd a half
minutes there was still life , nnd In twenty-
four and n half minutes efforts at partial
contraction wore still to bo discerned-

.At
.

l'Ja'il5: : , twenty-six and a quarter min-
utes

¬

after falling, the heart action ceased en-
tirely

¬

, and In thirty-two minutes some of the
physicians pronounced the man dead , but Dr.-

Coft'man
.

Insisted olght mlnutos later that ho
could resuscitate the man in twenty minutes ,
nnd advised that it be allowed to hang sixty
minutes , else the entrance of air to the lungs
might stimulate the heart to renewed action.

! intilly I'riiiioiinuod Dead ,

Drs. Coffman , Ilarrlgan , Leo , Allison , Lar-
imer

¬

, Bridges and Summers examined the
body In turn , and at 1 : OJ o'clock it was low
urcd Into the collln. The box provided was
only a temporary ono , aim in It was placed
the mortal remains of Ed Ncal , the legally
executed murderer , ns they wore loworeil
from tlio cross beam after the straps had
been removed from the wrists and ankio * .

ConlVs.sed Onoo Itnl'oi'o.-

Whllo
.

the body was still hanging , Shoi Iff
Boyd slated to the doctors and press repre-
sentatives

¬

under the gallows that Neal had
made thn same confession to him three weeks
before that ho had made public on the scaf-
fold

¬

, but the murderer luul solemnly sworn
him not to reveal It to n ; living hoiil.
Neal wont more Into detail in his confession
to the sheriff, stating that ho wont to the
farm nlono and did his work unaided , but
oven to him Neal did not sny very much
about the matter. The sheriff staled that ho
was satisfied tiiu , it was so bcfora Neal
made bis confesssion , and ho was not at all
surprised by It-

.Curious
.

to Hco llio Corpse.
The coflln was then taken up , convoyed

through tno kitchen , out of the south door of
the Jail and down the stops , whuro It was de-
posited

¬

In Hcafuy it Ileafoy's under-
taking

¬

wagon which was backed up
against the curb htono. The dnvo-
to the undertaking establishment was
rapid , nut notwithstanding this fact it
was followed by thousands of peoplo. An
Immense throng of men , women and children
blocked the way otHcafoy & Hoafoy's , butas
the wagon hearing the corpse was driven up ,
tnoy wore driven back oy a sqtiud ot police
In command of Captain Cornrick nnd Ho r-

gount
-

Graves , Whalcn nnd Ormsby.
The coflln was carried in through ttio front
door and ptacod in the reception room in the
roar. There the body was lifted from the
collln In which it had boon placed after hav-
ing been cut down and transferred to u rich ,
black broadcloth casket , with holld silver
mountings , with a pinto upon the
top on which wore engraved the words ,
"Uo3t in Peaco. "

I'olico olllcors wore stationed nbout the
room and the doors wcru opened to allow the
crowd to view the remains. Immediately the
people filed In through the outer door , passed
along the north sldo ol the coftln , . viewed
the remains und walked out the
north door Into the alloy and back onto Four-
teenth

-
street.

This continued from 1 : .TO until 4 o'clock-
.At

.
: ! o'clock the doors were again opened nnd

the remains wore viewed until 5 , when the
collln wuj closed for nil tlmo to oomu.

Will Halm the Undy.
Joe Clarke , tha woman who has been

[CONTINUED ON EIOUTU KIUK. ]

FREMONT CITIZEN'S' SUICIDE ,

B. 0. Vtuiglmii's' Head Crushed Under (V

Freight Train's' Wheels.

DELIBERATELY LIES DOWN ON THE TRACK-

iThoiuiiH INirccll of North Itoiul Muff
an Kvolllntr I'xpoi'lciicovlili Hold

i-H UilioiNebrnNica
News Not on. '

Fnr.MOXT , Nob. , Oct. 9.S| | 3cml Tologrniu-
to Tin : Bni! . ] At tl o'clock tills forenoon
U. C. Vaughau , n of Fremont , com-
mltloJ

-
sulcido hi n rather romarknblo innnr-

nor. . Ho had gone to tlio froiu-nt depot ot
the Fremont , Elkhorn & .Missouri road.-
A

.
frol h.t trnln wns switching

near tlio depot. Ho lay down
with Ills boily extending in right angles to-
tlio trnelc tinil dcllliunitoly placed Ins noclt
across tlio r.ill belxveim tlio wlioolu of n trucli-
of a froiK'lit car of ttio train then being iimdo
up.Vhonthotralnstartcdtip tlio wheels
passed over his nook and head nmi crushed
tlioin pnst nil recognition.

Deceased was n tlmiei", n sober , hard-word ¬

ing unit upright man. Tlio cuuso of tlio BII-
Icldo

-
Is attributed to financial troubles and the

waywardness ol n son Is wanted lioro for
burglary. Dccoasoi' luul been sick nnd out of
work for several months , mid these nro sup-
posed

¬

to have combined to drive blin to the
rash act. liu loaves nvlfo and Uvolvo chu-
drcn.

-
. An inqmvst wilt Lie hold-

.At

.

nioC'ook'H KiMiiilnii.-
McCooK

.
, Nob. , Oct. 0.iSpccInt Telegram

to Tin : Bin.: ToJny after guard mount the
reunion veterans assembled by stntos , form-
Ing

-
co np.inlod mid regiments preparatory to

participating in the sham battio of thn aftern-
oon.

-
. At 1 1 : 'IO Governor Thuynr and staff

arrived and were received wUU military
honors , and after dinner wore escorted to the
grounds and rncolvou Ijy tlio usual salut.o
from Mill-dock's battery. Ciovurnor Thayer
made addresses. and was repcnteilly choerod.
Adjutant General Cole and lion. Tom Cooic
were on thn groupds today und participated
lu thooxorol.soa.

A t't p. in. the long roll sounded nnd hos-
tilities

¬

commenced. Colonel Gngo command-
ing

¬
our force and Captuin Mnrphln the

enemy. Tlio opposing forces wcro coinjiosoil-
of the momuora of the Cir.uul Army of the
Hopnblic , Sons of Veterans , slate militia mm
the Gage cadets. Tlio cadets wore fighting
in the command of Captain Murpnln and the
fortunes of war so decried it ttiat Colonel
Gage was captured by the cadets and was
with difficulty rescued.

Everyone pronounces it the llnost battio
witnessed in the west. A itrcat deal of credit
is due to the Gage cadets for tlndr soldierly
bofiring and excellent behavior.

Governor Thayer and stalT were present at
the camp llro tbfs evening and wcro treated
to u surprise by Colonel Gage , who had
charge. Colonel Gage read general oi'doi?

No. Kt and Informed the Governor that no
had . waited patiently for llvo long ;

years to bo appointed on his staff ,
and as such much deslrod bonoi ?

did not conic , ho would now appoint
Governor riiayer as his chief of staff and
put him on Ills good behavior. Ho also or-
dered

¬

Thomas Cook out on picket duty.
Adjutant Genera1 Cole and olhors made the
camp lire merry until 10 o'clock wncn thdy-
raptured to the homo of the mayor of the

- itv- * and - treated.him to a royal serenade.
Tomorrow Is the last day-

.ScrloiiH

.

Wreck at ISnticrolt.B-
AXCUOIT

.

, Nob. , Oct. '. ) . | Spoclal to Tun-
Bic. . | iwast night at tl0; ! ! p. in. the regular:

freight on tlio Chicago , St. 1'aul , MInnonpo *

Us & Omaha railroad going south sot a car in
motion and It run off tno switch on to tUo
main track down an in oil no about a mllo. An
extra freight going north u few minutes later
struck tlio o.ir, causing a serious wreck. The
car was entirely demolished , and the onglno-
nnd ei'jht or nlno cars of thocxtr.i wore badly
wrecked and thrown from the track.

The cngino was thiown to the uottom of
the ditch on Its &ldo , whore It lle.s nearly sub-
merged

-
in water. The other curs worn badly

wrecked. There wore on the engine , besides
the llruman nnd onirlnoer , the conductor and
a brakeman , nil of whom escaped with but
slight brnlsud , onn being slightly scalded.
The track was cleared by '. ) o'clock this morn *

ing so that trains will not bo delayed.

Hold Work ol"-

NOHTII , Neb. , Oct. 0. Thomas Pur-
cell

-
, member of ttio banking llrm of DowluiK-

itPureoll had an exciting experience with
burglars. Mr. Purcell had sturtod for homo
about bed tlmo and while chatting with n
friend a few moments later recollected that
no ban loft a package in his olllce. Heturn-
ing

-
ho entered the room and without lighting

a lamp , began looking lor tlio bundle. Sud-
denly

¬

out of a dark corner two unprepossess-
ing

¬
strangers uroso and requested Mr. 1'ur-

cell to throw up his hands. Iln compiled
with alacrity. The robbers then proceeded
to possess themselves of what valuables hi
hud on his person and after completing tlio
task demanded the Uoys to I ho salo. Here-
piled thot ho didn't hnvo thoin , but they were
in possession of his partner , Mr. Dowllng.
The nurglars then left and no trace of them
has smco boon found.-

CIINI

.

Coiinly I

Tii.Oot.O. [ Special toTar. Bicii.J
The Cass Countv Hoard of Commissioners

has decided to place thn precinct of Murray
and Hocic muffs buck Into Kock Illuffs pre-
cinct

¬

, ami providing for two voting districts ,
one at Hock JJlufU and the other at Murrnj-
A

- .
poutlon wa.i prompted asking tlio board to

submit the question of forming tun county
into the township organization system at ttio
coining election. The board agreed to sub-
mit

¬

the question to u vole of tno people at Ilia
coming election-

.I'Yemmit

.

I'roliihlilonlNlH.
Fill ! MONT , Neb. , Oct. !) . iSpOi'lnl Tele-

gram
-

to Tin ; HIK.Tlio: | prohibitionists of
Dodge county hold their convention In the
court room ntt: o'clock this attornoon mm-
nominntcd tha following county ticket :

lorry Uonslow , troasurcrj 1. W Stephen *
son , clerk ; Samuel 1'otow , shuriiT ; ICIiV. .
Marshall , clerk of the court ; 1. K. Kennedy ,
Judge ; MUs Eollno Clark , suporintendcnt.F-

nr.Mo.XT

.

, Neb. , Oct. It. ( Special Telegram
to TIII: BP.K. | - The general merchandise
store of Henry Silvers it Co. of Hooper was
closed today by creditors , who have Illed a
largo number of claims In attachment with.
the cleric of ttio court. The total liabilities
are placed at fjf00. Ono member of the
llrm has still lurtlior complicated matters by
suing another member for fl.'WO-

.SiirloiiHly

' .

li . | imil.I-
'l.VTTSMotmi

: .

, Nob. , Oct. U.--Spoclnl| Tclo-
gram to Tin : liui : . I 1'hllip Hrllsch , a aiirmvr
living eight imlos west of town , was hauling
n load of lumber home today when ho slipped
nnd fell from tlio wngon , pulling some at llio
lumber on top of him , which bioko his thigh.-
Thu

.
heavy wagon than passed over his body ,

injuring film Internally.

Hotel CliuiiKCH OwnmH-
.Onv

.

, Nob. , Oct. 0. : Spccml
Telegram to Tun HKK.leorgo) ( Mill , luml
lord at the Norton houso. today signed n
lease with Mr. Sickle , owner of tlio Hotel
Watson and in tlio futura will mnnngo both
hotels. Mr. KIilil. lute of the hu-

lousud tliuCirand Caclllc.

( .'onrilj'H llopri'Ni'lit itlvn.
.s How , Nob. , Oct. U.fKpeclal Tolo-

grain toTiiuDKB. ! H v. o. K Hoobe , pastor
of the MulliotlUt UplitMiptl church at this
place , has boon selected the C'jstnr county
roprobtmtutlvo on the ndvortlbiiiif train Uo
has n lnrn'o ac'juivliitancc In norlhv-ra Ob | (
and Indiana.


